
operating-in les:r populated areas where access costs are a critical factor in the d~ci~ion on
wh~tl1er to scrvt •• or :lbandon .- il p:lrticular area.

Thtsc arc precisely the :lrI:~as wh-:re l.;ompetition h~ been slower to develop. Any
policy ch;mge that :h.reall.:ris the competition that has b..:et1 ~st~blisheu in !t;SS i'opulat~d :lIl.:as

l1lust b~ car~fully scrutinized. [t wc\s not the Senate CIJmmerce Committee':i intent that lrot

Act be used to promote the inlcre:ils of" l:ltger carrier~ over small~ ones. Moreover, we
llnderstanu that the emplric:ll data underpinning this ili'all'atie chang~ is tc:nUOU::I, at best. It IS

our underllt3l1dmg that under the FCC's order, landem tran::tport rate~ are to be determin~ by
a.n arbitrary and unvt!rifieu :evcnw: a11o(;ation, in ~OntTast to other forms of ClCCesS, which ,l!~

based upon actual costs.

'f!~e non-urban businesses and residents who u.~e thl:' services of th.e smaller ,md
medium·sl~cd long d:star.ce carriers are now &~njns the carner choic~. service options. ~r.d

innovations th~t many urban customers take for granted. D-:privlns these l.;\.l!tomcrs of ~uch

benefits in furtheranc.: of an l.IMecess~ry :md dubious acce~s pricing ch::1l1g( is directly
contrary to the intent of Con~rcss In enacting the 1996 Act. As the FCC reviews it:\ ordt=r in
the month:; 3head, we ::lre horeful that you wlll reconsiucr this potentially disastrous change
:md rt!piac~ it with a sWllched access pncing system that continue! to promote choice in all
~eas of th~ CIJuntry.

Tnank you for your attention to this marter.

.f1J-'

Sincerely.

4fr=Z~

~~



.~ . ..



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that true and correct copies of the foregoing Comments of the
Competitive Telecommunications Association were served via first class mail, postage
prepaid, this 18th day of August, 1997, to the following:

William Caton*
Acting Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Thomas Boasberg*
International Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2000 M Street, N.W., Room 819
Washington, DC 20544

James L. Casserly, Senior Legal*
Advisor to Commissioner Ness

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 832
Washington, DC 20554

Kathy Franco*
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Paul Gallant*
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 802
Washington, DC 20554

James D. Schlichting, Chief*
Competitive Pricing Division
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Room 518
Washington, D.C. 20554

Jane Jackson, Deputy Chief*
Competitive Pricing Division
Common Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Room 518
Washington, D.C. 20554

A. Richard Metzger, Jr. *
Deputy Chief
Common Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Room 500
Washington, D.C. 20554

Richard Lemer*
Common Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Room 518
Washington, D.C. 20554

Richard A. Askoff
Perry S. Goldschein
National Exchange Carrier

Association, Inc.
100 South Jefferson Road
Whippany, New Jersey 07981

Harisha J. Bastiamplillai, Esq.
Helein & Associates, P.C.
8180 Greensboro Drive
Suite 700
McLean, VA 22102



James S. Blaszak
Laura F.H. McDonald
Levine, Blaszak, Block & Boothby, LLP
1300 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Suite 500
Washington, D.C. 20036

Russell M. Blau
Tamar E. Haveny
Swidler & Berlin, Chattered
3000 K Street, N.W., Suite 300
Washington, D.C. 20007

David Cosson
L. Marie Guillory
NTCA
2626 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20037

Joe D. Edge
Richard J. Arsenault
Tina M. Pidgeon .
Drinker Biddle & Reath
901 15th Street, N. W., Suite 900
Washington, D.C. 20005

Dana Frix
Tamar Haveny
Swidler & Berlin, Chartered
3000 K Street, N. W., Suite 300
Washington, D.C. 20007

Margot Smiley Humphrey
Koteen & Naftalin, LLP
1150 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Suite 1000
Washington, D.C. 20036

Charles C. Hunter
Catherine M. Hannan
Hunter Communications Law Group
1620 I Street, N.W.
Suite 701
Washington, D.C. 20006

Jack D. Kelley
KLP, Inc. d/b/a Call America
1201 South Alma School Road
Suite 2000
Mesa, AZ 85210

Leon M. Kestenbaum
Jay C. Keithly
H. Richard Junke
Sprint Corporation
1850 M Street, N.W., 11th Floor
Washington, D.C. 20036

J. Manning Lee
Vice President, Regulatory Affairs
Teleport Communications Group, Inc.
Two Teleport Drive
Staten Island, NY 10311

Andrew D. Lipman
DanaFrix
Swidler & Berlin, Chartered
3000 K Street, N.W., Suite 300
Washington, D.C. 20007

Randolph J. May
Sutherland, Asbill & Brennan
1275 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20004-2404

Garrett G. Mayer
Chief, Regulatory Affairs
Internal Services Deparunent
County of Los Angeles
9150 East Imperial Boulevard
Downey, CA 90242

Mary McDermott
Linda Kent
Keith Townsend
Hance Haney
United States Telephone Association
1401 H Street, N.W., Suite 600
Washington, D.C. 2000S



Kenneth F. Melley, Jr.
Vice President of Regulatory Affairs
U.S. Long Distance, Inc.
9311 San Pedro, Suite 100
San Antonio, TX 78216

Cynthia B. Miller
Senior Attorney
Florida Public Service Commission
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0850

Brian R. Moir
Moir & Hardman
2000 L Street, N.W.
Suite 512
Washington, D.C. 20036-4907

Peter A. Rohrbach
David L. Sieradzki
Hogan & Hanson LLP
555 13th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20004-1109

Mark C. Rosenblum
Peter H. Jacoby
Judy Sello
AT&T Corp.
Room 324511
295 North Maple Avenue
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

*via hand delivery

Michael J. Shortley, m, Esq.
Frontier Corporation
ISO South Clinton Avenue
Rochester, NY 14646

James U. Troup
Steven J. Hamrick
Arter & Hadden
1801 K Street, N.W., Suite 400K
Washington, D.C. 20006-1301

Toby-Lynn Voss
Yavapai Telephone Exchange, Inc.
d/b/a YTE Communications

2001 West Camelback Road
Suite 450
Phoenix, AZ 85015

Lisa M. Zain
Stuart E. Polikoff
OPASTCO
21 Dupont Circle, N.W.
Suite 700
Washington, D.C. 20036

International Transcription Service
2100 M Street, N.W., Room 140
Washington, D.C. 20037

atricia J. Goodson


